
GRAMMARIAN

Thank you for choosing the role of Grammarian. This is an important role for Toastmasters and you should take 
pride in your responsibilities. The role of grammarian is to make sure that people are speaking properly.

Prior to the meeting:

Provide the Toastmaster with your introduction when asked.  The introduction is how the Toastmaster will 
introduce you to share your duties in the beginning of the meeting.  It should be a couple of sentences relating to
the theme.  It can be your opinion, a quote, humorous or informative.  

The duties of the Grammarian are two-fold. First, to pick a word of the day (WOD) to match the meeting’s theme.
This WOD must be used in Table Topics to qualify for the Best Table Topics ribbon. During the Table Topics 
(impromptu speaking) portion of the meeting, the Grammarian must keep track of which participants used the 
WOD. Hopefully, they all do! Then, immediately following Table Topics, the Grammarian reports to the 
Toastmaster who used the WOD.

The WOD should match the meeting’s theme. For example if the meeting’s theme is “Summertime,” the 
Grammarian might want to pick a word such as “vacation” or maybe even something more intellectual such as 
“summer solstice.” Before the meeting, the Grammarian should print out two copies of the WOD in 72-point type 
(or larger as it fits on one sheet). Also, print out its pronunciation in smaller type (say 18-point type) and use the 
WOD in a sentence. At the meeting site, tape the WOD info to the podium. Then tape another copy in the back 
of the room where it can easily be seen.

During the meeting:

Describe your duties when called upon by the Toastmaster. You have a minimum of 30 second to a maximum of 
1:00 to explain your responsibilities. You can word this any way you wish, but an example of information to 
include is:

My job is to ensure that everyone speaks properly and to provide the word of the day.  I will keep track of
colourful words and phrases as well as grammatical errors.  The word of the day is (introduce word, use 
it is a sentence).  The word of the day is displayed here and in the back of the room.  Please use this 
word during table topics in order to qualify for an award.  

The second part of the Grammarian’s role is to listen for colorful phrases or impressive words used by everyone 
at the meeting including speakers, evaluators, the Toastmaster, etc. Near the end of the meeting, the General 
Evaluator will call upon the Grammarian to list these words/phrases and tell who said them.

The Grammarian should also listen for grammatical errors. These include subject and verb agreement such as: 
“The boys is playing outside.” The correct usage is: “The boys are playing outside.” Also listen if people drop the 
“g” from the ending and say “singin” instead of “singing.” Another grammatical error: “We’re gonna attend the 
meeting tonight.” This should be “going to attend the meeting tonight.”

However, only mention two to three grammatical errors during your report. Briefly explain the error and explain 
how the word or phrase should be used correctly. By far, emphasize the use of colorful words and phrases. In 
other words, emphasize the positive; de-emphasize the negative.


